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Overview of the Livestock in Bangladesh


Livestock is a growing sub-sector. Its shared of agricultural GDP represented by livestock in Bangladesh rose from 7.6% in 1974-75 to 12.9% in 1998-99, mainly due to growth of the poultry sub-sector and to a lesser extent the dairy sub-sector, and has been estimated at nearly 16% in 2004 (GOB, 2004). This share is predicted to rise to 19.9% by the year 2020. The growth rate in GDP in 2003 for livestock was the highest of any sub-sector at 4.5%, compared to 3.2% for crops and 2.3% for the fisheries sub-sector. These changes have been promoted by a rapid growth in demand for livestock products due to increases in income, rising population numbers, and urban growth. This phenomenon has been referred to as the Livestock Revolution.


The livestock sub-sector offers greater employment opportunities particularly for the rural poor, many of whom regard livestock as their only livelihood option. 

3.0  
Small-scale livestock farming during 1993-2002 provided self-employment to approximately 3,000,000 poor women (DANIDA, 2002). Livestock is an integral component of the agricultural economy of Bangladesh performing a central role in the livelihoods of poor people. 

4.0     Of the estimated 150 million people living in Bangladesh, more than 75% rely on livestock to some degree for their livelihood. Livestock provide a source for food, nutrition, income, savings, draft power, manure, transport and a host of other social and cultural functions.

5.0 
The importance of livestock production has increased in Bangladesh as witnessed by the growth of the sub-sector over the last two decades and the contribution to employment in the country. In 2005, the numbers of livestock in Bangladesh are estimated to be 22.6 million cattle, 1.06 million buffalo, 18.4 million goats, 2.38 million sheep, 164.1 million fowls, and 13.5 million ducks (DLS, 2005). 

6.0  
Poultry and dairy farming has certain specific advantage over crops, fisheries and forestry. They require less land, least influenced by seasonal change, and the supply of animal origin food is disproportionately low against high demand. The current intake per capita of animal protein in Bangladesh is less than 2g per day, against the FAO recommendation of 28g per day. 

7.0    
According to Bangladesh Economic Review (2004), the growth rate in GDP in 2003-2004 for livestock was the highest of any sub-sector at 4.48%, compared to 2.88% for crops and 2.23% for fisheries sub-sector. 

8.0   The livestock sub-sector offers greater employment opportunities particularly for the rural poor, many of whom regard livestock as their only livelihood option. Employment opportunity in livestock is comparable to crops . Small-scale livestock farming during 1993-2002 provided self-employment to approximately 3.0 million poor women (DANIDA, 2002). 

9.0      Bangladesh had 24.5 million cattle and 0.9 million buffaloes with 10 million lactating animals (3.5 million are crossbred cows) and produced 2.26 million tons of milk in 2005. The cost of producing fresh milk in Bangladesh is high> The production cost averaged from US$ 31.5 to US$ 35.1 per 100 liters for producers who were not members of Bangladesh Milk Producers’ Co-operative Union Limited (BMPCUL). 

10.0   The high costs of fresh milk production can be attributed to low yield and high feed costs. Average yields are only 2.0 liters per cow per day, although there is some regional variation. Among commercial dairy farmers, average milk production ranges from 3.5 liters per day to a high of 7.2 liters per day. 

11.0   The branded feed available in Bangladesh is of  unknown quality and extremely expensive. Several  small animal feed milling plants are operated by the Department of Livestock Services (DLS). Community Livestock and Dairy Development Project (CLDDP) of Grameen Fisheries & Livestock Foundation of Bangladesh, BMPCUL, Non Government Organization (NGOs), and the private sector. Most of these mills have a capacity ranging from 7 to 10 tons per day. 

12.0   Some 4 percent of the milk is processed by the organized sector comprising some 10 dairy processing units. About 15 per cent of the milk produced is consumed by the producer families and 81 per cent goes to the traditional sector. Locally produced liquid milk accounts for 12.8 percent of the formal market. The rest (87.2 percent) consists of imported milk powder.

13.0  The importance of livestock production has increased in Bangladesh as witnessed by the increase in number of livestock over the last few decades and the contribution to employment in the country . 

Strategy :  

The opportunity for development of large-scale dairy is limited in Bangladesh due to scarcity of land. However, the potential for development of smallholder dairy is high. Over the last few years, small-scale dairy farming has increased significantly with the support of credit, feed, veterinary services and provision of self-insurance systems.

Policies affecting the sector :

1.0 Co-operative dairy development (Milk Vita model) would be expanded in potential areas of the country.

2.0 Successful pro-poor models for community-based smallholder dairy development including appropriate contact farming schemes would be replicated.

3.0 Smallholder dairy farming integrated with crop and fish culture would be promoted.
4.0 Supply chain based production, processing and marketing of milk and milk products would be promoted.
5.0 A national Dairy Development Board would be established as a regulatory body to promote dairy development.
6.0 “National Dairy Research Institute” would be established to carry out research in various aspects of dairying.
 After adoption and expansion of  these  policies dairy sector will be developed very soon.

Major Constraints of Livestock Sector 

1. Limited knowledge and technical skills of smallholder dairy farmers

2. Scarcity of feeds, fodder and pastureland.

3. Poor quality of feeds

4. Frequent occurrence of diseases

5. Limited coverage of veterinary services

6. Lack of credit support

7. Limited milk collection and processing facilities

8. Lack of insurance coverage

9. Absence of market information

10. Lack of appropriate breed

11. Absence of a regulatory body

Long Term Vision for Dairy Sector 

For achieving the  long term vision of  the dairy sector the high priority policy recommendations are given below :

1.0  Direct development thrust to improving small scale poultry farming and smallholder dairy.

2.0  Establish Livestock Insurance Development Fund.

3.0  Establish Livestock Credit Fund.

4.0   Development of buffalo, black Bengal goat.

5.0   Establish modern slaughter house in every district.

6.0   Develop meat processing and preservation technique

7.0   Development Rural milk marketing.

8.0   Development Small scale dairy enterprise.

9.0   Implementation of animal slaughter Act. and promote hygienic quality meat.

10.0   Support development of market information system

11.0   Utilization of crop residual and industrial bi-product.

12.0   Establishment of nutrition, forage and fodder division.

13.0   Revitalization of animal nutrition laboratory

14.0   Establishment of feed regulatory authority

15.0   Support private veterinary services, soft loan, assist establishing community based private  practices.

16.0   Set up licensing system for veterinary drugs, vendors and pharmacist

17.0   Improve vaccine production and quality.

18.0   Move to privatize vaccine production.

19.0   Train officials of livestock related industries.

20.0   Set up National Dairy Development Board.

21.0   Set up National Dairy Research Centre.
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