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Animal Production and Health Commission for Asia and the Pacific

26 – 28 October 2008   

Fulbarie Hotel Pokhara 
Opening address by
Secretary of APHCA
Dear APHCA Chairperson Mike Nunn,

Dear Delegates,

It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the 33rd Session of APHCA here in Pokhara on behalf of Mrs Bui Lan, the FAO Representative, who due to other commitments can not participate in the Session. Mrs Lan transmits her best wishes to a successful session and workshop. 
The year 2009 was again a very eventful year. On 11 June 2009, WHO raised the level of influenza alert from 5 to 6 and declared that the world is at the start of a pandemic. Our deepest sympathies are with the populations of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indonesia, Laos, the Philippines and Samoa which were hit by serious natural disasters Tsunami, Typhoon or earthquakes claiming the lives of thousands of people. The landslides and the destruction of agriculture land clearly demonstrates that the exploitation of planet earth cannot continue and that urgently environmental policies are required to increase natural resource use efficiency and to reduce environmental pollution and resource degradation.

The global food insecurity situation has worsened and continues to represent a serious threat for humanity. With food prices remaining stubbornly high in developing countries, the number of people suffering from hunger has been growing relentlessly in recent years. The global economic crisis is aggravating the situation by affecting jobs and deepening poverty. FAO estimates that the number of hungry people could increase by a further 100 million in 2009 and pass the one billion mark. What is more: world population is projected to reach 9 billion before levelling off around 2050.

FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf proposed a World Summit on Food Security later this year to agree key actions to tackle this crisis. He comments:

“The silent hunger crisis — affecting one sixth of all of humanity — poses a serious risk for world peace and security. We urgently need to forge a broad consensus on the total and rapid eradication of hunger in the world.”
The moment is ripe in another sense, too. Never before has there been such broad international consensus and support for agriculture and for the improvement of food security in poor countries. Members of the G8 issued a statement on food security at L’Aquila in July, and backed it up with financial pledges. Public interest in food security is at an all-time high.

APHCA has also made great progress in 2008.  We are glad to propose to the Session its 18th member. The People’s Democratic Republic has signed the Instrument of Acceptance to become member of APHCA. 
Animal health issues, because of the size of the portfolios still dominate the activities; the pandemic fear has alerted donors and considerable funds have been received. But, the livelihood support function of livestock, specially that of smallholder dairying, has also received due impetus and recognition in APHCA portfolio. We have continued to strengthen our partnership with potential donors in promoting smallholder dairy development in the region.
From this short account of some of the issues occurring in the Asia Pacific countries during the past year it can be concluded that APHCA member countries will continue to face numerous challenges in the future. Please be assured that FAO will provide the necessary assistance wherever possible. 

Before closing these opening remarks I wish to thank and express my appreciation to Dr Pathak, Director General of the Department of Livestock Services and his team for the support in organizing the Session and the workshop here in Pokhara. 
Thank you very much for your kind attention and I wish you interesting and fruit full deliberations.   
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